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XXXX To Air The Legend of Pancho Barnes And The Happy Bottom Riding Club.

The Extraordinary Life of a Woman Ahead of Her Time and Bold Enough to Follow Her Dreams 

XXXX. (DATE, 2010) – Documentary film, The Legend of Pancho Barnes and the Happy Bottom Riding Club will take flight (Date, Time) on (XXXX). The film explores the life of Florence Lowe “Pancho” Barnes (1901-1975); a daredevil tomboy who grew up to become one the most important women in 20th Century aviation.

The Legend of Pancho Barnes and The Happy Bottom Riding Club features newly discovered documents from Barnes’ personal files, never-before-seen photos, and rare movie footage.  Told through interviews with friends including astronaut Buzz Aldrin, test pilots Bob Hoover and Charles “Chuck” Yeager, historians and biographers Lauren Kessler and Barbara Schultz; it is the story of a larger-than-life figure, a fully liberated woman in an era when few dared and challenged convention.
In 1928, Barnes decided to become a pilot for the thrill of it.  Aviation soon became her profession. She was hired as a test pilot by Lockheed, and flew in the first Women's Transcontinental Air Race in 1929. She broke Amelia Earhart's air speed record, and was the first woman to take wing as a Hollywood stunt pilot — for Howard Hughes no less. It was a risky business, especially for a woman, but Barnes thrived on the danger. “If I didn’t fly,” she once told a stunned reporter, ”I’d explode.”

Born into a wealthy Pasadena, California family in 1901, ’ Florence Lowe’s father was a millionaire sportsman and her mother an aristocrat from a prominent Philadelphia family.  The young Florence was strongly influenced by her grandfather, Professor Thaddeus Lowe, an entrepreneur and inventor known for his bold visions.  Known as the “Father of the U.S. Air 

Force”, Lowe persuaded President Lincoln to launch a fleet of surveillance balloons during the Civil War. The strong personality and curiosity of aviation from her grandfather left Florence with a fearless attitude and desire to become a pilot, even though at the time only a handful of women were involved in aviation.  of her time when so few women were given the opportunity.  To appease her high-society mother, at 19 years old, Florence Lowe married the highly respectable Rev. C. Rankin Barnes; but she had little interest in being a minister’s wife. 

Florence Barnes escaped her unhappy nuptials to Rev. C. Rankin Barnes, and set out on a banana boat It turned into a world-class adventure after Florence learned the ship’s hold was filled not only with 

(more)

bananas, but with guns intended for a group of Mexican revolutionaries.  The adventure changed Barnes’ 

life, solidifying her desire to be anything but a high-society debutante, and she emerged from Mexico with a new name: “Pancho” Barnes. In 1928, Pancho obtained her pilot’s license.  She promptly humiliated her husband by deliberately buzzing past his church on a Sunday during services.
Regrettably, the Great Depression put a damper on Barnes’ flying career and her extravagant lifestyle.  In 1935, she ended up in the Mojave Desert, near an Army Air Corps bombing range called Muroc.  During WWII, Muroc (later called Edwards AFB) became an important aircraft proving ground.  Barnes’  Rancho Oro Verde, later known by the more colorful name “The Happy Bottom Riding Club”, became the social center of the place.

The Happy Bottom Riding Club was a notorious, boisterous oasis visited by some of the most important fliers of the post-WWII era.  Since psychiatrists were not part of the facilities at Muroc, her club served as a vital place where test pilots could unwind and try to forget about near-death experiences.  Barnes understood all too well the pressure and dangers faced by test pilots; in 1948 alone there were dozens of flight test accidents and at least 13 fatalities.  Pilots such as Chuck Yeager and Bob Hoover drank at her bar and when Yeager broke the sound barrier in 1947 that was where he celebrated – with a free steak dinner courtesy of Barnes.  Pancho loved being able to provide test pilots a place for them to relax, be entertained and release the stresses of flight-testing.    

Just a few years later, things began to go downhill. Edwards Air Force Base had become home to dozens of secret military programs and base security became paramount.  At the same time, allegations surfaced that the Happy Bottom Riding Club was a house of ill repute. The FBI began an investigation, and because of her wild, larger-than-life personality, Barne’s found the accusations difficult to deny.  Meanwhile, as legal proceedings were in progress in 1953, a mysterious fire destroyed the ranch; many believed the fire signaled the end of an era.

The Legend of Pancho Barnes and the Happy Bottom Riding Club features interviews with the friends who knew her best, including her former ranch manager Tony King and former head hostess Dallas Morley.  Test pilots Bob Cardenas, Bob Hoover and Chuck Yeager appear in the documentary, along with astronaut Buzz Aldrin.  The voice of Pancho Barnes is the accomplished actress Kathy Bates who earned an Academy Award for her performance in the film Misery; Barnes was perfectly depicted and brought to life by Bates’ tough, no non-sense demeanor making her the perfect actress to perform the real-life lines of Barnes.   

(more)
Narration of the film is by Tom Skerritt who has a long career whose highlights include an Emmy-award winning performance on Picket Fences, and memorable roles in Alien and M*A*S*H.  His notable performance as fighter pilot instructor Mike ‘Viper’ Metcalf in Top Gun made him a natural pick
The Legend of Pancho Barnes and the Happy Bottom Riding Club was produced and written by Nick T. Spark and directed by U.S.C. professor Amanda Pope.   American Public Television will distribute the film nationally this spring.  Over 100 participating stations will show the documentary, sharing Barnes’ story with over 70% of all American households.  

“Pancho Barnes truly was an ill-behaved woman who made history,” says producer Nick Spark.   “But more than that, Pancho was a human dynamo who aspired towards greatness, and who never gave up no matter what the odds. Amanda Pope and I are thrilled that, after many years of work, we’ve been able to tell her story and that finally Pancho’s contribution to aviation history will be fully acknowledged.”

Co-operating with the filmmakers was The Pancho Barnes Trust Estate and Pancho Barnes Enterprises, which maintain Pancho Barnes’ personal archive.  This collection includes rare photographs, correspondence and other documents.  Many of these materials are presented in the film for the first time.  Pancho Barnes Enterprises also supported the project by granting the filmmakers use of copyrighted materials, including trademarks and logos affiliated with Pancho Barnes and her Happy Bottom Riding Club.  
KOCE-TV Public Television of Orange County agreed to assist the production, which was funded primarily through a matching / challenge grant made available by a California non-profit.  KOCE is one of the most watched public television stations in America, and is proud to have supported the creation of this dynamic documentary about one of the most important women in 20th Century aviation.

More information about the film is available at www.koce.org and www.legendofpanchobarnes.com.
About the Filmmakers 
Nick T. Spark, Producer and Writer
A filmmaker and writer with a keen interest in history; Nick is a former contributing editor to Wings, a bi-monthly aviation history magazine with national circulation. His articles have appeared in Naval History, the Annals of Improbable Research, the U.S. Naval Institute’s Proceedings and Naval History. He has appeared on NHK, National Public Radio, and other media outlets domestic and abroad concerning his historical research. In 2005 the American Aviation Historical Society presented him with its Author’s 
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Award for his article “Secrets of the Spirit.” He has produced or directed a number of award-winning documentary and industrial films, including a project for the Department of Defense. Nick’s documentary film, Regulus: The First Nuclear Missile Submarines aired on Discovery Channel Europe and in Canada. He holds a master’s degree in Film Production from the University of Southern California, and was a two-time winner of the Student Emmy Award in non-fiction filmmaking and winner of the Cine Golden Eagle.
Amanda Pope, Director
Amanda Pope has an extensive 20-year background in writing, producing, directing and editing documentary, dramatic, and advocacy programs. She is a tenured Associate Professor in production at the University of Southern California's acclaimed School of Cinema-Television, where she teaches graduate documentary directing and documentary film development. Amanda recently produced, directed and wrote Faces of Change for the Washington, D.C. based Eurasia Foundation, and directed a series of interviews for the Screen Actors' Guild Foundation. Her previous experience includes directing and writing the film Jackson Pollock Portrait for the PBS series ‘Strokes of Genius’; producing, directing, writing and editing “Houseman Directs Lear” for PBS and co-producing the 90-minute drama Orville and Wilbur, about the Wright Brothers. She is  concurrently directing two films – Art Rescuers of Nukus on an endangered world class collection of 50,000 artworks secreted away in the desert of Uzbekistan; and The Legend of Pancho Barnes. Amanda received her B.A. from Wellesley College.

About American Public Television
American Public Television (APT) has been a leading distributor of high-quality, top-rated programming to America’s public television stations since 1961. In 2009, APT distributed 56 of the top 100 highest-rated public television titles. Among its 300 new program titles per year are prominent documentaries, dramatic series, how-to programs, children’s series and classic movies, including Spain...on the road Again, Rick Steves' Europe, Worldfocus, Globe Trekker, Simply Ming, America's Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, Lidia's Italy, P. Allen Smith's Garden Home, Murdoch Mysteries, Doc Martin, Rosemary and Thyme, Johnny Cash at Folsom Prison, Liza’s at the Palace…. and John Denver: The Wildlife Concert. APT also licenses programs internationally through its APT Worldwide service. In 2006, APT launched Create™ – the TV channel featuring the best of public television's lifestyle programming. For more information about APT’s programs and services, visit APTonline.org.
About KOCE-TV
KOCE-TV one of the most watched PBS stations in America with an estimated 5.8 million unduplicated viewers monthly. KOCE’s award-winning programming offers the fifth-largest county in the nation a long-
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standing community hub for local news, culture and features, and broadcasts the best available national PBS programs to the entire Southern California five-county region. Known for its outstanding dedication to education, KOCE Classroom serves more than a half million K-12 students. A national Roper poll recently ranked PBS as number one in public trust for the seventh consecutive year.* The winner of hundreds of awards including Emmys and Community Service Awards, KOCE continues to be a vital community resource and connector for Southern California. For more information, please visit www.koce.org.

*Reported by the GfKRoper Public Affairs & Media poll (2010)
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