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11/2/09

Dear General Manager,

I am writing to encourage you to program Bloody Thursday, a one-hour documentary film that KOCE-TV recently co-produced. The documentary tells the incredible story of how West Coast dockworkers overcame mountainous obstacles to form their union, the ILWU.  Set in the midst of the Great Depression, Bloody Thursday shows how longshoremen went on strike at the very same time that most of their families weren’t sure where their next meal would come from. The film dramatically chronicles how these folks were up against a fierce coalition of opponents that included the media, politicians and the police, all of whom openly used their resources to side with the shipping companies against them.

After airing Bloody Thursday over Labor Day weekend, 2009, KOCE-TV received numerous calls and letters from viewers throughout Southern California thanking us for broadcasting the film. In addition, we have been approached by numerous people from up and down the West Coast asking when Bloody Thursday will be shown on their local PBS station. We have been told that there are hundreds of thousands of maritime workers and tens of millions of people in labor unions nationwide that would be keen to see Bloody Thursday and other programs like it on PBS. I am confident that airing the film will be appreciated by this vast audience and will open the door to numerous new members for your station. 

As PBS programmers know, there are numerous documentaries that are themed to be broadcast during history months that honor women, Latinos and African-Americans.  KOCE-TV co-produced and aired Bloody Thursday because we viewed it as a wonderful opportunity to bring to light a little known historical moment in our nation’s labor movement and we felt that it created a great programming opportunity for Labor Day weekend. We encourage you to consider it in the same way. In addition, stations might want to consider programming the film on July 5, which is the anniversary of the event historically known as “Bloody Thursday,” July 5, 1934. 

Bloody Thursday will be made available to all PBS stations via a NETA satellite feed. The standard definition feed will be on Saturday, February 13, 2010 from 2100 to 2200 ET/SD 07 and the high definition feed will be on Monday, February 15 from 1500-1600 ET/HD 04.

If you have any questions regarding the film, please contact KOCE-TV channel manager and executive producer of Bloody Thursday, Brenda Brkusic at 714-861-4341or BBrkusic@koce.org. Information, pictures and promos are available at www.koce.org/bloody.htm and www.bloodythursdayfilm.com.  I thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mel Rogers

President and CEO, KOCE-TV
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