FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Press Contact:


XXXX To Air Dramatic Longshoreman Documentary Bloody Thursday.
New film honors longshoremen who fought for fair working conditions during the Great Depression.
LOCATION (Date, 2010) – This Spring, a new public television documentary tells the human stories of the San Francisco dockworkers who stood up against extreme odds and changed the course of American labor history.  Bloody Thursday, a new one-hour film, follows the struggle of the longshoreman and their success in forming the International Longshore and Warehouse Union.  This dramatic new film will air on XXXX on date/time.

Set in the midst of the Great Depression, Bloody Thursday shows how longshoremen were fighting for their rights at the very same time that most of their families weren’t sure where their next meal would come from. Faced with unsafe labor conditions and unfair treatment, the dockworkers of San Francisco, San Pedro, Seattle, Tacoma, and Long Beach began to organize to protect their rights.  Mainstream newspaper publishers, fearful of unionization efforts at their own businesses, launched attacks against the dockworkers and drove public sympathy against them with accusations of communism. Politicians and police openly used their resources to side with the shipping companies against the striking dockworkers.  The drama culminated on July 5, 1934 when police killed a longshoreman and a strike supporter at a massive dockworker strike in San Francisco, in a tragedy known as Bloody Thursday. The events of Bloody Thursday turned public opinion against the shipping companies and led the citizens of San Francisco to go on a general strike in support of the dockworkers.  This led to the formation of the International Longshore and Warehouse Union, now known worldwide as the ILWU.

Bloody Thursday includes a range of filmed interviews with union officials and historians who provide fascinating insight to the dockworker’s struggles during the depression. These interviews are visually supported through an extensive archive of photographs, film, and old newspapers. Dramatic accounts of the longshoremen, labor activists, and politicians who were participants in the tumultuous events of the historic West Coast strike of 1934 are poignantly brought to life by actors who read their accounts verbatim and bring a new level of emotional impact to the story through their performances.

-More-

Telling the story of the heroic struggles of these tough men from gritty port towns up and down the West Coast opens a window into the past that allows us to understand how far our society has come -- and how far it can again fall if we let it.  Bloody Thursday explores how modern working conditions, which we all take for granted, were some of the issues that early union organizers fought to establish. Worker’s compensation for an injured or ill employee came directly out of the unionization struggles of groups like the ILWU. The ILWU’s slogan, “an injury to one is an injury to all” was borne out of the fact that dock work in the early 20th Century was brutally difficult and without longshoremen banding together to form a union, a man injured on the job would have no means of caring for his family. 

Bloody Thursday will air on (XXXX) on (date) at (time).  
West Coast port towns such as San Diego, Los Angeles/Long Beach, San Francisco/Oakland, Portland, and Seattle/Tacoma will be particularly interested in the film.  Audiences in other strong union towns such as New York, Chicago, Detroit and Pittsburgh will also identify with the story.
Bloody Thursday is presented by KOCE-TV.  The film was Co-Produced by KOCE-TV, Baric Media Entertainment and Redtail Media, in association with the Harry Bridges Institute. KOCE-TV’s OC Channel Manager Brenda Brkusic is the Executive Producer of Bloody Thursday. “I am proud that KOCE-TV will broadcast and present this film nationally,” said Brkusic. “In doing so, we are making it possible for millions of people to experience this inspirational and powerful moment in American history.”  
About Redtail Media

Redtail Media is a Long Beach, CA based production company with a passion for bringing amazing stories to the screen.  Founders Jared Cotton and Christopher Burke have been collaborating since 2004 on projects ranging from historical documentaries to international travel series, with extensive location production across the United States, Europe, Asia and Africa.  Redtail Media is dedicated to producing visually stunning and emotionally impactful programming, whether at home in Southern California or anywhere around the world.  For more information, please visit www.redtailmedia.net
About Baric Media Entertainment

Baric Media Entertainment (BME) founder Jack Baric used his 17 year career in magazine journalism as a foundation to build a production company with a strong emphasis on great stories. The films produced by BME are a mix of historical, cultural, and politically charged documentaries that reflect Baric's passion for illuminating subjects that have social relevance.

-More-
About KOCE-TV

KOCE-TV one of the most watched PBS stations in America with an estimated 5.8 million viewers monthly. KOCE’s award-winning programming offers the fifth-largest county in the nation a long-standing community hub for local news, culture and features, and broadcasts the best available national PBS programs to the entire Southern California five-county region. Known for its outstanding dedication to education, KOCE Classroom serves more than a half million K-12 students. A national Roper poll recently ranked PBS as number one in public trust for the fourth consecutive year.* The winner of hundreds of awards including Emmys and Community Service Awards, KOCE continues to be a vital community resource and connector for Southern California. For more information, please visit www.koce.org.

* Reported by the GfKRoper Public Affairs & Media poll (2007)
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