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Aspect ratio:

Letterboxed

Suggested TV Rating:
TV-PG

Short Description:
BLOODY THURSDAY tells the story of a pivotal moment in American labor history - the Pacific Waterfront Strike of 1934, in which longshoremen up and down the West Coast fought for their rights against the forces of shipping companies, politicians and police arrayed against them.

Long Description: BLOODY THRUSDAY tells the story of longshoremen fighting for their rights in the midst of the great depression. Faced with unsafe labor conditions and unfair treatment, they decide to form a Union for protection. During this period many mainstream newspaper publishers, fearful of unionization efforts at their own businesses, launched attacks against the dockworkers and drove public sympathy against them with accusations of communism. Politicians and police openly used their resources to side with the shipping companies against the striking dockworkers. On July 5, 1934 police killed two longshoremen at a massive dockworker strike in San Francisco, a tragedy known as Bloody Thursday. The tragic events of Bloody Thursday turned public opinion against the shipping companies and lead the citizens of San Francisco and other west coast port towns to go on a general strike in support of the dockworkers that lead to the formation of the International Longshore and Warehouse Union, now known worldwide as the ILWU. Bloody Thursday includes a range of filmed interviews with union officials and historians who provide fascinating insight to the dockworker’s struggles during the depression. These interviews are visually supported through an extensive archive of photographs, film, and old newspapers. Dramatic accounts of the longshoremen, labor activists, and politicians who were participants in the tumultuous events of the historic West Coast strike of 1934 are poignantly brought to life by actors who read their accounts verbatim and bring a new level of emotional impact to the story through their performances.
Suggested Scheduling:  Works wonderfully around Labor Day in September and around July 5 since July 5 is the date that “Bloody Thursday” occurred in 1934. Otherwise, it is timely all year long since it is a historical piece that resonates with the working class across this country. The following areas will particularly find this film extremely important to their viewing audience due to the fact that these regions are either port towns or strong union towns:

San Francisco/Oakland  
Seattle/Tacoma  
Portland, OR  
Honolulu 
New York/New Jersey
Detroit
Houston
New Orleans
Pittsburgh
Philadelphia 
Baltimore/Washington DC
Boston
Chicago
Saint Louis
Cleveland
Cincinnati
Tampa
Miami
Charleston, SC
Savannah 
Memphis
Portland, ME
Norfolk, VA 
San Diego
Jacksonville, FL
Flags:
 


1:06:03
you get the hell away
 
1:06:14
I can work harder than any son of a bitch on the ship
 
1:06:18
For Christ sakes, take me
 
1:09:37
Damn right they were heavy
 
1:10:38
If it slowed down work, to hell with safety
 
1:12:35
If you was union inclined, hell they blacklisted you
 
1:16:01
These sons of bitches, what else they gonna come up with?
 
1:18:13
He waved the paper at them and said here's the damn thing I sold you out for
 
1:18:17
One longshoreman asked is the damn thing even in writing?
 
1:23:01
I knew damn well to avoid trying to appease the bloody press
 
1:27:37
Of course he's been bloody well shot!
 
1:32:02
Prior to 1916 or 1917 the unions would not let negroes join
 
1:32:11
they'd use negroes as strikebreakers
 
1:32:14
The negroes being bitter would join the other side
Broadcast History: Broadcast on KOCE-TV 9/6/09 and 9/13/09

 

Tag:
 

www.bloodythursdayfilm.com

.

Rights: unlimited releases over 2 years beginning (with feed); SCH/ NO; non-commercial cable rights granted; V.O.D. rights for 7 days.  Royalty free to members and subscribers of the National Educational Telecommunications Association (NETA).

Producer:

KOCE-TV Foundation,




Redtail Media, 




Baric Media Entertainment.

Presenter:

KOCE-TV


Date Produced:
2009

Funding:
ILWU Local 63 $50,000
ILWU Local 13 $50,000
ILWU So Cal Pension Club $50,000
ILWU Coast Committee $25,000
ILWU Local 94 $20,000
ILWU Memorial Association $5,000
Middleton Foundation $5,000
Dr. Simms DDS $1,000
SA Recycling $1,000
Charles Naylor Attorney at Law $1,000
Malaga Bank $1,000
Godmother's Saloon $1,000
Urban Feet $1,000
Dalmatian-American Club $1,000
McNerney's Mortuary $1,000
Nils Robberstad $400
Underwriting:

Local underwriting is permissible.
Web Site:

www.koce.org/bloody.htm 

www.bloodythursdayfilm.com
Viewer Contact:
Brenda Brkusic, 714-861-4341
