“Bloody Thursday is a remarkable film. It has become something of a cliché to say that a historical movie or a book “brings history to life,” but in this case it is true, as the film weaves together graphic photographic footage from the pivotal 1934 longshore strike with the actual words of its participants that are delivered by a talented ensemble of actors.  The result is a viewing experience that will appeal to young and old alike, and that delivers on its promise of illuminating an important slice of our nation’s history through an engaging, and often riveting, presentation.”

--Dr. Howard Kimeldorf, Professor and Chair, Dept of Sociology, University of Michigan

“Documentary at its best! This film tells a complicated story in an uncomplicated yet detailed and tightly woven narration which documents a moment in American labor history when unity triumphed over competition and division. Using talented actors reading from archival sources, this documentary provides a sensitive and compelling account of what it took to get a day’s work with a day’s worth of dignity. It brings the past to life; detailed, thorough, accessible and riveting.  The archival photos and footage are wonderfully current; the analysis is incisive; the images moving.”

--David Wellman, founding Director Grad Studies Social Documentation, University of California, Santa Cruz

In a plethora of documentaries now available on television and DVD, Bloody Thursday stands out for its authenticity. No faked scenes, no portentous voice-overs, just actors reading without pretense from the accounts of participants. The street battles and wanton killing on Bloody Thursday are heart-stopping, but the true drama comes in the aftermath. Instead of the mayhem everyone expected, the strikers organized a massive, silent march accompanying the coffins down Market Street, stunning San Francisco, prompting a general strike, and giving the striking longshoremen a victory against all odds--against the police, the National Guard, a hostile press, and state authorities. This documentary deserves to be widely seen on public television and in the schools, most especially the schools, because students need to know about the sacrifices earlier generations of workers made so that they might live a better life. I can't imagine any documentary accomplishing this more effectively than Bloody Thursday.

--David Brody, Professor Emeritus History, University of California, Davis
